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Workshop “Religion and Cognition in Context”
31 May - 1 June 2008

Aarhus, Denmark
Objective of the meeting
Recently, within various scientific communities the idea has gained weight that cognition is not exclusively about what goes on in the head but also about what goes on in the social and intersubjective dynamics between individuals. In other words, cognition arises only in context – in the context of the whole individual’s active engagement with its environment, including the cultural environment.

As the name suggests, the workshop “Religion and Cognition in Context” will focus on the interplay between cognition and religion. Participants will come from a wide spectrum of scientific disciplines ranging from the humanities and social sciences (e.g., linguistics, philosophy, archaeology, history of religions, theology, anthro​pology) to neurocognitive studies (neurosciences, psychology, etc.). The emphasis will be on the cross-cultural dimension of their work: assuming that cultural and religious factors play a formative role in cognition, do different cultures and different religious systems differently influence the development of the brain and cognition? If so, how does this work? And what does this tell us about the cultural and social dimension of cognition? 
The workshop will explore the influence of cognition on religion and vice versa, opening up to a cognitive science of religion. The main objective of the meeting is to serve as a potential venue for further fruitful collaborations in the future.
When and Where

The workshop takes place on Saturday 31 May and Sunday 1 June 2008 in Aarhus, Denmark, in conjunction with the conference “Religious Ritual, Cognition and Culture”. On 1 June, the workshop is scheduled until lunch time. 

Organization
The workshop is co-organized by the ESF EUROCORES programme “Consciousness in a Natural and Cultural Context” (www.esf.org/cncc) and the Laboratory on Theories of Religion at the University of Aarhus (http://www.teo.au.dk/en/research/current/cognition/), with support from the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for Scholarly exchange (http://www.cckf.org.tw/).
Conference information

· Preliminary programme 

· Registration and accommodation 

· Keynote speakers 

· Abstracts (tentative)
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