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AMERICAN MUSLIMS AND THE
CHALLENGE OF PLURALISM

LECTURE BY YWONNE HADDAD,
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

The new diaspora discourse on plu-
ralism in North America displays a
strong awareness of the need for a
pluralistic  interpretation of the
Quranic verses that have been util-
ized by extremists to justify terrorist
actions. This is seen as crucial not
only to assuage the doubts and ap-
prehensions of the general public,
but also — in a more important way
— to address the reality of diversity
within the North American Muslim
community itself, and the challenge
of forging a united constituency. Is-
lam is projected as a way of life, a
culture, and so as providing quid-
ance on issues of “diversity, unity,
harmony, tolerance and peace.”
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* Friday February 20, 10.00-12.00.

* Faculty of Theology, building
1441, room 210.

* Arranged by the Arab and Islamic
Studies Unit.

Yvonne Y. Haddad is Professor of the History of Islam
and Christian-Muslim Relations at the Al-Walid bin Talal
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown
University. Professor Haddad has authored and edited
more than twenty one books, including Not Quite
American? The Shaping of Arab and Muslim Identity in
the United States (2004), Mission to America: Five Is-
lamic Sectarian Movements in North America (1993,
with Jane Smith), Islamic Values in the United States: A
Comparative Study (1987, with Adair Lummis), and
Contemporary Islam and the Challenge of History
(1982).



